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8th edition

Ending Wars

rORUM Shaping New Paths To Peace

HE[R]EAL - Her Reality: Ending Wars Through Women’s Eyes is an exhibition by UNDP and the
Folke Bernadotte Academy (FBA), presented within the Bologna Peacebuilding Forum. The
exhibition brings into focus the lived experiences of women and girls in contexts of conflict and
transition, offering a perspective on peacebuilding that is often missing from mainstream
narratives.

At a time when global efforts increasingly call for more inclusive and sustainable approachesto
ending wars, HE[R]JEAL highlights the central role women play in shaping pathways out of
conflict. Through a series of impactful photographic visuals, the exhibition sheds light on stories
of resilience, complexity, and agency, moving beyond simplified portrayals to reveal what it
means, in practice, to rebuild lives and communities.

The exhibition opening will take place on 6 May at 17:30, in Palazzo Hercolani, following the
public workshop “Reclaiming DDR Through Women’s Eyes.” The workshop explores how
women’s perspectives in Disarmament, Demobilisation and Reintegration (DDR) are essential to
ending wars, connecting global frameworks to the lived realities of women in conflict and
post-conflict settings, and to the choices that shape reintegration, safety, and dignity.

The opening will offer a first guided encounter with the exhibition and an opportunity to engage
with its themes in a shared setting, bringing together practitioners, institutions, and the wider
public. By placing these perspectives at the center, HE[R]EAL invites audiences not only to
observe, but toreconsiderwhatit truly means to end a war.
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