
 

Ending wars. Shaping New Paths to Peace. 
 

Conference -  7 May 2026,  h. 9:30-16:15 
Johns Hopkins University SAIS Europe - Via B. Andreatta, 3, Bologna 

 

In a world marked by protracted violent conflicts, rising polarisation, and the instrumentalisation of peace 
language, the challenge of ending wars and building lasting peace has never been greater. As diplomatic 
resources erode and trust in mediation reaches a historic low, more than fifty conflicts continue unabated 
across the globe. Comprehensive peace agreements have been notably absent in recent years, and even 
when deals are reached, they are often limited in scope and short-lived. 
 

At the same time, peace-washing—the use of peace rhetoric to conceal practices that perpetuate inequality, 
violence, or domination—threatens to hollow out the very meaning of peace. As funding for the 
peacebuilding sector declines, innovative approaches to ending violent conflict and sustaining peace are 
urgently needed. 
 

This conference will explore what it truly means to “end wars” in the present era: not only stopping violence, 
but transforming the systems and conditions that sustain it. Through dialogue among policymakers, 
practitioners, researchers, and students, the forum will examine both the emerging challenges surrounding 
long-term peace agreements and the promise and peril of new technologies in peacebuilding. 
 

Programme 
 

9:30 – 10:00 | Arrival of participants and welcome coffee 
 

10:00 – 10:15 |  Welcome Address 
 

●​ Bernardo Venturi, President, Agency for Peacebuilding 
●​ Sergey Radchenko, Wilson E. Schmidt Distinguished Professor, SAIS Europe   

 

10:15 – 11:15  | Keynote speech  
 

●​ Oliver Richmond, Research Professor in IR, Peace and Conflict Studies, University of Manchester 

11:15 – 12:45  | Session I –  Ending Wars: challenges  and dilemmas from Ukraine to Syria 
 

●​ Vyacheslav Likhachev, Member of the Expert Council, Center for Civil Liberties 
●​ Helena Sancho, First Secretary, Embassy of Sweden in Kiev 
●​ Sawsan Abou Zainedin, Institute for Integrated Transition 
●​ Schams El Ghoneimi, EU policy group advisor, European Parliament   

 

Moderator: Maria Chalhoub, Deputy Director, Swedish Dialogue Institute for the MENA region  

12:45 - 14:00 | Lunch break 
 

14:00 – 15:30  | Session II – Winning the peace: how to build sustainable peace 
 

●​ Ben Acheson, Independent 
●​ Agnes Pareyio, Member of the Parliament of Kenya  
●​ Paola Ottomano, Project Manager, Sub-Saharan Africa Unit, Berghof Foundation 

 

Moderator: Huma Saeed, Senior Transitional Justice Fellow, CUNY Law School, AP Associate 
 

15:30 – 16:15 | The Present and Future is Yours. Final Talk with Youth   
 

●​ Sara Giulia Buccafusca, Laura Pistarini Teixeira Nunes, Camilla Tuan, Riccardo Sidoti, in dialogue with 
Luca Foschi, foreign affairs journalist. 

 
16:15 - 16:30 | Final aperitif  

 

 


