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Advancing Mediation in a Multipolar World - Symposium
8 May 2026 9:15-16:00 - Auditorium Filla - Parco dellaMontagnola, Bologna

Concept

While global power dynamics evolve and wars intensify, mediation remains an indispensable instrument of
international peace and security. This symposium will focus on the efforts to strengthen mediation as a
professional, institutional, and strategic tool for conflict prevention and resolution. The symposium aims to
deepen policy commitment, enhance operational coherence among mediation actors, and promote
practical solutions to increase the impact of international mediation on current and future conflicts. The
event is promoted by the Italian Network for International Mediation (RIMI) and supported by the Italian
Ministry of Foreign Affairs and International Cooperation (MAECI).

Programme
9:15 - 09:45 | Registration and welcome coffee

09:45-10:15 | Welcome address
e Anna LisaBoni, Assessor, Municipality of Bologna
e Cecilia Piccioni, Director General for Political Affairs and Deputy Secretary General, MAECI
(video message)
e AnnaCervi, RIMI Strategy Lead and 3IM Co-founder

10:15-11:45 | Session | - Rebooting International Mediation
e Elisabeth Alber, Researcher, Institute for Comparative Federalism, EURAC
e Luca Fratini, Coordinator for Women, Peace and Security, Youth, Peace and Security and
Mediation Policies, and Deputy Director for United Nations and Human Rights, MAECI
e Daniel Gerlach, Director general of Candid Foundation, Berlin.
Lara Scarpitta, OSCE Senior Adviser on GenderlIssues
Lamberto Zannier, Former Secretary General, OSCE

Moderator: Gabriella Arcadu, RIMI Representative and Co-Founder, 3IM

11:45-12:15 | Coffee Break

12:15-13:30 | Session Il - The Role of Cultural Heritage, Local Actors, and Proscribed Groups
e SaralJouhari, Co-founder & Co-president, Sustainable Cooperation for Peace and Security
e Benjamin Smith Head of Organised Crime and Peacemaking, Centre for Humanitarian Dialogue (HD)
e Marika Theros, Senior Policy Fellow, LSEIDEAS, PEACEREP, Director, Civic Engagement Project
e EvaZiedan, Member of the Mediterranean Women Mediators Network (MWMN)

Moderator: Emanuele Valenti, Radio Popolare

13:30-14:30 [ Light lunch

14:30 - 15:45 | Session lll - Innovation and Human Security: Humanitarian Negotiation and Digital
Technologies for Peace
e Michele Giovanardi, Programme Officer, Digital Peacemaking - CMI - Martti Ahtisaari Peace
Foundation
e Milica Pejanovié¢-burisic¢, Professor, University of Montenegro and MWMN member
e Salvatore Vicari, Humanitarian Diplomacy Adviser, World Food Programme

Moderator: Costanza Spocci, Journalist & Radio Host - RAI

15:45-16:00 | Final remarks - A New Role for Italy?
e Simone Ceresa, RIMI Representative and Co-Founder, 3IM, with a video message by Victoria
Florinder, Conflict Prevention & Mediation Support Sector, European External Action Service
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